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The Best Shave Ever 
The cancer had come back, and the outlook was bleak. "I know you're 

busy with the holidays and all," Mom had said, "But I think Dad would like 
to see you." She didn't have to finish the sentence, I was on the next 
plane. 

You're never quite prepared to see your father in the hospital. You'd 
rather be bowling, or golfing, or working in the garden together -- 
anywhere else. That was in the past now. He smiled when I came into the 
room. "I'm glad you came, Son." I leaned over his bed and gave him a 
hug, careful not to hurt him. We had never been hugging men; but that, 
too, was in the past now. "I'm glad I'm here." 

We talked nonstop. It was unusual for us. In the past we could spend 
hours side by side, and just a few words would suffice. Now the shared 
memories came spilling out as we put the finishing touches on our 
relationship. There was a procession of visitors -- neighbors, friends, his 
pastor, even one of my old girl friends. Everyone had a story, and it 
surprised me how much laughter and how little sadness was in the room. 

The two days went too quickly. I stopped in at the hospital before 
heading to the airport. We were quieter. The words weren't necessary for 
what we had begun to feel. "I'll have to be going in a little while." 

"I know. It's OK, Son. It was good to see you." 

"Can I do anything for you before I go, Dad?" 

He hesitated, then said: "Yes, would you be willing to give me a shave? I 
haven't had a good shave since I got to the hospital." 

I was stunned. As a child I loved to watch my daddy shave. We'd stand 
in the bathroom in our underwear. He'd lather up and then soap my face 
just like his. And while he shaved, I pretended. It was a bonding that I had 
all but forgotten. Now he was asking me for a shave. 

I found his old razor and shaving cream in the kit he had brought with 
him -- they were so familiar even after all these years. I filled a bowl with 
hot water and found a face cloth. With the bed raised, the pillow fluffed 
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6/15-21  Strawberry Point Camp Trip 
6/24-28  VBS at Sunshine 
7/7  John Belasco PM 
7/14-20 Sunshine at Fort Hill Camp 
7/26-29 Honduras Family Mission Trip 
9/21  Ladies Day at Elm Grove Church 

 

 Sympathy Extended 
To the family of Laura Harmon (daughter of Mason 
& Susan Harmon) who passed away last Saturday. 
 

 Oklahoma Tornado Relief Work 
The Oakcrest church of Christ in Oklahoma City, OK 
is spearheading efforts to provide relief and support 
for those affected by the recent tornado. If you would 
like to contribute to the money being collected to 
help, go to www.oakcrestchurch.com and follow the 
instructions. Also, just a reminder that we support 
the Disaster Relief Effort based in Nashville to help 
with situations like this one. Your contributions there 
will also help provide support for the tornado victims. 
www.disasterreliefeffort.org will provide information 
on how to contribute.  
 

 Camp Applications Available 
Camper applications and health forms are now 
available in the foyer by the main doors (fire 
extinguisher). Both an application and a health form 
must be filled out for each camper.  You can also 
register for camp online by going to the camp’s 
website.  
 

 Rentals Needed 
• Columbus Couple looking for 1 or 2 bedroom 

house in the country that allows pets. They are 
on fixed income so cheaper the better. 

• The Bradshaw family of 4 is looking for a 3 
bedroom house in the Lucasville or Minford area 
for cheap. See Dee or David Bradshaw for 
details. 

 

 Soy Bean Report 
Our Sunshine farmers have the crop in the ground 
and the sprouts are already visible. Thanks to the 
guys who got the ground ready and did the planting. 
Check with Mark Risner for up-to-the-minute reports. 
The proceeds from the sale of this crop will fund the 
World Food Resource program which teaches Third 
World farmers how to grow better crops. This 
program operates completely outside the church’s 
budget.  

Please Pray For: 
For our nation as we are going through troubled 
times 
For our national leaders and world leaders as they 
lead their respective nations. 

For our troops in Afghanistan, Bosnia, Korea, Iraq, 
Liberia, Haiti and other places. 

For the innocent who are suffering in the midst of war.  
For the “people in the box”-- the lost in our families 
and community.  

For those who are being martyred and persecuted 
for Christ in our own time 
For marriage to stand in our laws as God ordained it. 
For the church in Siliguri and Naresh Chhetri and 
Ashok Basfor 
For the churches in Honduras and Haiti who 
partner with us in the gospel 
Larry Mooneyham Derrick’s brother in Spencer, TN) 
had surgery for a broken back on last week. 

John Gampp still having problems with dizziness, 
balance and strength in legs. 

Henry Mason (Gene and Esther Crisp’s son) back on 
radiation and chemo.  

Peggy Hollback small improvements coming week by 
week.  

Charlie Perry (Candi Gampp’s stepfather) heart attack 
early this week. In Cabell Hungtington. 

Clyde Ball’s cataract surgery postponed to June 20.  
Mark Kingery (42 yr old friend of Laryssa Grashel) 
undergoing tests for heart problems.  

Mary Francis Kitchen (Clyde Ball’s cousin) final 
stages of cancer. Very weak. 

Gavin Rupp a recurrence of tumors in the brain. Under 
hospice care. 

Stanley and Georgia Richards (friends of Chuck 
Allison) seriously injured in a motorcycle accident this 
past week. Stanley was taken to the Cabell Huntington 
Trauma Unit.  

Tornado victims, families, rescue/relief workers in 
Oklahoma. See below for a way to contribute to relief 
work. 

Connie Eckhart (Price Gammon’s sister in NC) had 
heart surgery last week. 

Al Graff facing a couple different surgeries in near 
future. 

Angie Arnett (39 year old mother of 2) diagnosed with 
malignant melanoma. 
 

 Sew You Care Day Change 
Meeting on Wednesday’s, 9 am to 2pm 
at the church to sew, making dresses to 
take to the orphans in Honduras.  
These dresses would go with the group 
leaving in July. Everyone welcome to 
participate. See Karren Griffith for 
details.  



•  VBS Cookies Needed 
There is a signup sheet in the foyer for those 
willing to bake or buy cookies for VBS. For each 
time you sign you are committing to 5 dozen 
cookies. Sign up for the day(s) you would be 
willing to commit. 

 
 

 Elm Grove Ladies Day 
September 21, the ladies of the Elm Grove church will 
be having a “ladies” day. Check the bulletin board for 
details 
 

 Shepherd’s Prayer Session 
This Thursday at 7:30 pm. Get your requests to one of 
the elders right away.  

•  VBS Meeting Today 
For all guides and support workers for VBS. In 
the annex 5 minutes after the AM service. If you 
miss today, we will repeat this meeting next 
Sunday morning. This meeting is especially 
important if you are a guide.  

 

•  VBS Student Sign Up 
The pads are laid out on the table in the foyer. 

For our own kids, the only thing you need to do 
is sign them up on the pad for their age/grade 
level. Please note that for VBS we are using the 
grade to which the child has just been promoted. 

For kids who are visitors, sign them up on the 
pad and take a Registration Card to their parents. 
Have the parents fill out the card and bring it with 
them the first night of VBS. We are running 
attendance contests this year and your guest will 
count every night they attend. 
The class with the most total visitors throughout 
Mon-Thur will get to spray Count VBS with cans 
of silly string on Thursday night. 

  

• VBS Guides and Support Workers 
We are now signing up teens and adults to work 
during VBS. There is a big grid on the window in 
the foyer where you can sign up for specific 
duties and days of VBS. Also, we need workers 
for the Program and Picnic Friday evening.  

 

•  Change in VBS Program 
This year there will be a change in location for the 
inflatables for the VBS program. In the past we 
have set up on the blacktop to the south of the 
building. The blacktop makes it hard to anchor 
the inflatables and also is very hot on the kids 
feet. This year the inflatables will be set up in the 
field behind the church building. This move has 
been made possible by some additional electrical 
wiring installed along the back and side of the 
church building. This change will also allow us to 
use the big tent for shade for our visitors and for 
our shaved ice stand. Thanks to Ryan Coriell, 
Tom Kallner and Jacob Miller for getting the 
wiring in place. 

and a towel spread under his chin to keep him dry, I 
began the ritual. First the face cloth, warmed with 
the hot water, wrung out and held gently to his face 
to soften the whiskers. Then a little bit of water on 
the face to receive the cream. When I opened the 
tube, it was the same aroma I remembered as a 
child. Dad's eyes were closed but he was clearly 
enjoying this. I spread the cream and prepared the 
razor. I was so afraid that I would cut him. He was 
so trusting. Dip the razor in the water, shave a few 
strokes. Dip, shave. Dip, shave. It didn't take that 
long. When we finished shaving, I got some clean 
hot water and washed his face. He put his hand up 
and felt his face and smiled. I handed him the mirror 
and he took a long, satisfied look. "Son, that's the 
best shave ever. Thanks!” 

Soon it was time to go. We hugged, gently. "I love 
you, Dad." "I love you too, Son." We had only lately 
learned to say that. It felt good. What felt better was 
the trust that had finally established itself between 
us -- a trust that had made it possible for a son to 
give his father the best shave ever. It is a wonderful 
memory. Love is like that -- born in due season of 
common things made holy by the amazing grace 
and surprising presence of God. 

F. Richard Garland 

The Best Shave Ever 
...continued from page 1 



Regular Service Times 
Sunday 

Worship - 10:00 am 
Bible Study - 6:30 p.m 

Wednesday 
Bible Study - 7:30 p.m. 

 

This bulletin is a publication of the 
Sunshine Church of Christ. To learn 
more about the Church of Christ you 
may contact us at the telephone number 
or address on the front cover. Deadline 
for each issue is 3 p.m. Saturday. 
Content should be emailed to 
info@sunshine-church.org 

Visit us on the web: 
sunshine-church.org 

sunshine-church.blogspot.com 
www.syginfo.blogspot.com  

 
Many of our members also keep in  
contact via Facebook. Ask about joining  
one of our church related groups there. 
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Puzzle © Copyright 2013 by Alan Graff, Grampy’s Puzzle Page.   http://puzzlepages.blogspot.com  Used by permission. 

Help Dad have a happy Father’s 

Day by mapping the correct route 

through the maze. Solution 

posted on the bulletin board and 

page 5 of the online bulletin 
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